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Worship, RE and Nursery  10:00 a.m.  

JANUARY 2017 WORSHIP INFORMATION 
January 1 

“OMG! IT’S 2017!” 
11:00 in Hope Chapel 

Carole Watson, Dwight Homer and Sarah Dashner 
Join us on New Year’s Day for a look back to 2016 and ahead to 
2017, both lighthearted and serious, in story, poetry and song. 
Share your thoughts about where you are on your journey, and 
where our church should be heading. Mimosa communion! 

 
January 8 

Liberating the Spirit/Jazz Sunday 
Rev. Gary James 

The foundation of our faith is freedom—individual and congrega-
tional. Our lives are lives of people who have taken responsibility 
for themselves and who have found a community—a congrega-
tion—in which this duty is turned into an opportunity for growth and 
commitment; where this obligation of conscious living becomes joy, 
solace, security and happiness. What better way to celebrate a free 
faith than to do so with music’s expression of aesthetic freedom. 
Our service will be accompanied by the music of a jazz combo.  

 
January 15 

Martin Luther King Jr. Sunday 
Rev. Gary James 

 
January 22 

The Partner Church  & Rev. Roger Bertchausen 
 

January 29 
Hope in the Dark 
Rev. Gary James 

 

 

FAIR 
TRADE  
COFFEE 
SALES 

 
 
 

JANUARY 8 
& JANUARY 22 

 

Designated 

Collections 

See page 4 

 

 

Op Shop 
Page 6 

Partner  
Church Dinner 

January 28 
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 Minister’s Muse  
MINISTER, REV. GARY JAMES 
 

I have been thinking about the New Year’s    

resolution process.  That annual discipline which 

we passively undertake, if at all, at the beginning 

of each year.  I have never been very good at it in 

the same way that I have never pursued a       

disciplined regimen of exercise or self-

improvement  - ―I am too busy,‖ I say to myself - 

despite the fact that I know it would be good for 

me to do so.  
 

I recently found myself reflecting on how the 

whole resolution process is in many ways a lot 

like interim ministry.  Just as one year ends and 

we transition into a new year, so is it that       

congregations transition from one settled        

minister to the next one.  In the period of time - 

in-between - there are resolutions to be made to 

help assure that the future builds on the strengths 

of the past while addressing weaknesses and bad 

institutional habits.  
 

Before interim ministers the transition between 

settled ministers was simple, just as simple as the 

discarding of last year’s calendar with its remind-

ers of past failures and mistakes and replacing it 

with a fresh new unblemished calendar.  Out 

with the old and in with the new.  The trouble is 

the new calendar year quickly begins to look a 

lot like the old one.  Looking back on my life I 

now realize there is no such thing as ―starting 

over.‖  The past - for good or ill – has a way of 

following you around.  This is true of institutions 

as well, but even more so.  
 

I find the sequence of Advent – Christmas – the 

New Year illuminating in the ways we might 

address reality and influence change.  Christmas 

celebrates the birth of the Messianic imagination 

and its personification in Christ. I think it is true 

that when we fail to appreciate the deeper mean-

ing of Christmas - that desire and imagination are 

a large part of how we know the world to come - 

we help to assure that the world, the institutions 

in which we live out our lives, such as this 

church, and our own behavior - will remain pret-

ty much the same.  
 

The making of New Year’s resolutions focuses 

on change by deciding that the present and the 

future will be lived more intentionally than in the 

past.  Our making resolutions is important be-

cause it organizes the formal intent of our per-

sonality in a given direction.  It is important to be 

able to bring together all one’s self in a point of 

focus and say that this is the thing that I intend to 

do tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow.  

The Transition Committee’s mission and purpose 

is reflected in these two fundamental aspects of 

the change effort: desire and imagination; resolu-

tion and disciplined practice.  First, the incarna-

tion of desire and imagination.   We are prepar-

ing to interview individuals and selected groups 

in the congregation during the winter months.  

We will ask participants to share what they most 

appreciate about the church and what they most 

desire to see changed and improved in the next 

three to five years.   
 

Our other focus will be on establishing a stronger 

shared ministry in the collaborative work of both 

elected church leadership, the minister and the 

staff.  We are still making efforts to streamline 

the governance system and assess its effective-

ness in light of our present size and needs.   

Leadership development will be our focus as we 

clarify the priorities and goals of the church as a 

whole and carry those goals into the weekly staff 

meetings and monthly meetings of our commit-

tees, Board and Council to assure the integrity of 

all our efforts.   
 

The ground of our hope that we can change is to 

be found in our faithfulness, not to beliefs or   

ideas, but to a trust in an underlying order and 

harmony, an abiding integrity underlying all   

division, a center of calm beneath the surface 

turmoil of life that is the very foundation upon 

which the beloved religious community must be 

built. Happy New Year and Let’s Get to Work! 
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
TIFFANY SEWELL, POLICY BOARD PRESIDENT 
 

Happy New Year! 

 

It’s once again that time to look ahead to the New Year and decide what 

we want to make of it.  Have you made your resolutions yet?  If not, here 

are a few ideas: 

 

Resolve to be present – come to church, stay for coffee!  Find a new church project that you can 

participate in, visit with Carole Watson and me during our ―Table Talk‖ sessions the first Sunday 

of each month, be sure to attend the Mid-Winter Meeting and/or strike up a conversation with 

someone new.  Whatever you decide to do, give of your time to help make our church the       

hospitable sanctuary we all know and love. 

 

Get “stuff” done – among other things, the Policy Board has been working diligently to update 

our existing job descriptions, work on prioritizing some long-range goals for the church, support 

our Transition Minister and his Transition team and plan for the comings and goings of leaders 

next May.  We always have a busy agenda for our meetings, which are open and occur the       

second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 – 8 pm at the church.   

 

Plan for your Pledge – it seems far off, but our Canvass will be here before you know it.    

Pledges make up the lion’s share of the operating budget for our church each year, and every  

dollar counts.  Start planning now to decide how much you will be able to contribute this year.  

My challenge to everyone (myself included) is to increase your pledge by at least 10% this   

coming year. 

 

Support the Staff – our church staff work hard each and every day to help our church keep   

going.  Take a moment to thank them – in person, via card, email or phone call.  Without them, 

everything we do would be much more difficult, so let’s all make an effort to ensure they know 

they are appreciated! 

 

These are just a few ideas for resolutions for the New Year, and I’m sure you can come up with 

many more.  Whatever you resolve, I wish each and every one of you a happy and healthy New 

Year! 
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SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
 

DESIGNATED COLLECTIONS: As a 

way of putting our faith into action, we as a 

church periodically dedicate one of our     

collections to a worthy non-profit or church 

program. January’s designated collections 

are  Voices for Children  (Jan. 8th) and     

Partner Church Committee (Jan. 22). 

 

Voices for Children 

(CASA) advocates for 

abused and neglected    

children and youth in St. 

Louis/St. Louis County by 

representing their best  

interests in court and in the community. 

Stephany Kniep states, ―I have been an     

advocate for 14 years in St. Louis City    

Family Court. I have seen how having a 

Court Appointed Special Advocate can help 

foster children move through the system and 

find a permanent, loving family. Children 

with a CASA are more likely to reenter the 

system.‖ First Church members                 

Julie Oyen-Keller and Joan Kindleberger are 

also advocates. This designated collection 

was nominated by church member Stephany 

Kniep. 
 

 

The Partner Church Commit-

tee’s mission is to maintain and 

foster the relationship between 

the First Unitarian Church and 

our partner church in Csokfal-

va, Transylvania (Romania), a relationship 

dating from 1991. In supporting our partner 

Unitarian church, we are promoting liberal 

religion, developing international friendships, 

and creating opportunities for pilgrimage and 

hospitality, learning and service.  

 

On-going activities include providing        

financial assistance with room and board  

expenses to students from our partner       

congregation attending high school,          

university or   Hungarian middle school     

outside the village, providing a small         

supplement to our partner minister’s very 

limited salary, and providing financial       

assistance for maintenance of the church 

buildings as well as special rehabilitation   

projects as needed. We are currently serving 

five students and a congregation of about 125 

members. We have been very positively   

impressed with our partner minister and the 

church leaders in Transylvania, both in the 

local congregation and in the bishop’s office. 

For local church building projects, congre-

gants in Csokfalva do almost all construction 

work themselves.  Our financial assistance is 

used for materials only. Students we support 

are carefully   monitored to assure that they 

are maintaining good grades.  
 

The Unitarian Universalists partner Church 

Council (UUPCC) has strong relationships 

with church leadership  in Transylvania. It 

helps maintain existing partnerships, such as 

ours, and also encourages the development of 

new partner relationships. This designated 

collection was nominated by church member 

Tom Crouch. 
 

First Church Food Project 
 

Your donation of canned meats, fish and 

stews as well as jars of peanut butter and 

boxes of powdered milk can help individuals 

in need feed themselves and their loved ones.   

Donations of personal care products: soaps, 

body washes,  toothpaste and toothbrushes, as 

well as deodorant and shampoos, are also 

welcome. 
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Long Range 

Planning at 

First Unitarian 
 

An Update.  This fall the Policy Board/Church 

Council identified several Long Range       

Planning goals to be addressed during this fis-

cal year.  One of these goals related to our   

financial wellbeing was to conduct a capital 

campaign/major fundraiser every three years.  

This was recently accomplished with over-

whelming success thanks to all who participat-

ed in making the fall auction happen and to 

those who generously helped raise over 

$17,000.  
 

While our goal of seeking a settled minister 

remains our highest priority, we will continue 

to work on the following specific goals this 

year: 

 

FY 17 Goals/Assigned Leader 
 

Investigate the feasibility of implementing a 

―THEME BASED MINISTRY‖ program that 

would integrate sermons, RE, music, covenant 

groups, etc. around a specific   topic/theme for 

a designated period, i.e., monthly, quarterly. 

Rev. Gary James/RE, Lynn Hunt. 

 

Complete a Major Fundraiser/ 

Capital Campaign every 3 years.                  

Steve Smidowicz / Emily Jaycox (this year) 
 

Develop a coherent vision and leadership for 

our Social Responsibility Program to         

communicate how all our Social                   

Responsibility efforts impact the community 

in accordance with our mission.             

Charles Kindleberger, Social Responsibility 

Cluster Chair /Rev. Gary James 

Define a theme for social activism with the 

aim of being a leader in the community with 

our efforts in this area. (Tie in with Theme 

Based Ministry). Charles Kindleberger, Social 

responsibility cluster chair/Rev. Gary James. 
 

Complete job descriptions, mission/vision 

statements, and goals for all major Policy 

Board / Church Council / Key committee lead-

ership positions in the church. Policy Board 

Pres. Tiffany Sewell, Church Council Chair. 

Carole Watson. 
 

Develop and implement a plan to expand our 

Sunday service outside the traditional walls of 

the church. Rev. Gary James,                      

Worship Committee. 
 

Plan for the long-term upkeep and improve-

ment of our facility and grounds by funding 

and maintaining a Property Maintenance    

Reserve Schedule. Clint Cruse, Facilities       

Cluster, Policy Board -Budget. 
 

Introduce new multigenerational activities and 

programs over the next 3 years.  

Rev. Gary James, Lynn Hunt. 
 

Engage 75% of members in at least one minis-

try/program beyond worship or RE activities 

each year.  Membership Coordinator,         

Dan Livengood. 
 

Recognize and celebrate new members, 

friends, visitors. Membership Coordinator, 

Dan Livengood. 

 

--Larry Dusenbery,  Long Range Planning 

Committee 
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FAIR TRADE 
COFFEE 
SALES 
 

 

January 8 & 22 
Remember that we now accept credit and 

debit cards as  payment through PayPal, in  

addition to cash and checks. All Fair Trade 

products sold at First Church support small

-scale farmers and their local cooperatives 

in the authentic Fair Trade model. Thank 

you for being a part of this. It matters.  

 

 
 

WOMEN’S ALLIANCE 
 

On January 10 the Women’s Alliance will hold 

a business meeting at 11:00 am, followed by 

lunch at noon. Bring the lunch of your choice; 

dessert and coffee and tea  provided. At 1:00 

pm. Kay Dusenbery will present a program on 

the Frank Lloyd Wright House in Ebsworth 

Park. All women of the church are invited. 

 

On January 24, the Women’s Alliance will 

meet at noon. Bring the lunch of your choice; 

dessert and coffee and tea provided. At 1:00 

pm Gwenne Hickman will present a program 

on her travels to Machu Pichu. All women of 

the church are invited. 

 

— Deborah Richie 

 

 

 

 

Op Shop 
 

Be sure to stop by the 

Op Shop in   Fellowship 

Hall to check out their   

bargains including lots 

of holiday decorations. 

We also have two   

beautiful solid oak, ―pressback‖chairs $30/

each. 

 

 

 Merry  

    Christmas  

and  

Happy New Year 

From the  

Church office 

HOURLY STAFF  
CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
 

On behalf of the hourly staff and con-

tract employees, I would like to thank 

the congregation for its extreme  

generosity this Christmas.  We collect-

ed over $2000.00 for our dedicated 

part-time staff.  Thank you to everyone 

who contributed. 

 

—Yvette Clemons 
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Church Council Chair Notes 
 

 

Happy, healthy fresh new day, month, year to one and all! Just think 

how many new years our church has welcomed, both with joy and           

trepidation.  2017 should prove especially challenging to our congregation, 

our community, and our blessed nation; I think we need to gird our          

proverbial loins and press on. May our fears never overwhelm our            

determination, humor, and joy. 

 

Several years ago, the church leaders reorganized our governance structure, 

and we’ve been ―trying it on‖ ever since.  Unless you are involved in Board 

and Church Council meetings, you probably haven’t noticed much change.  I was Program 

Council Chair in the old days, and once again I find myself privileged to be in that position, 

chairing the Church Council this year.  Let me assure you that the difference between chairing 

the old Program Council and chairing the new Church Council is like night and day.  In former 

times, Program Council meetings weren’t much more than committee reports, and persuading 

people to attend was like pulling teeth. Not much was happening.  Today, however, under our 

new governance system, the Church Council actually works hand in hand with the Board to 

keep our church running as smoothly as possible.  The Council meets and discusses real issues, 

offers suggestions to the Board, and makes decisions that impact the daily life of our congrega-

tion. The biggest change organizationally is grouping committees into CLUSTERS, each head-

ed by an individual that I have dubbed CAPTAIN S OF CLUSTER. Even committees of one 

(for example, Dottie Kincherf, Flowers) now have a connection into a larger group – in Dottie’s 

case, the Worship Arts Committee. Committees, in turn, enlist teams of people for specific pro-

jects, such as a dinner or other special event.  Team members don’t need to attend committee 

meetings regularly, but are crucial to the task at hand.  In other words, there is a place for eve-

ryone to participate in the life of the church – especially YOU!! 

 

Imagine how much more gratifying it is for the Church Council to partner with the Board in 

feeding and maintaining our dreams! In addition, our minister, Gary James, and our Board 

chair, Tiffany Sewell, and I meet monthly in executive session to keep us all on track.  We 

three are open to your comments and suggestions at any time, whether at church or via email, 

so don’t hesitate to take part in our ongoing conversation about the health and welfare of our 

congregation throughout this new year, 2017.  Wishing you worthy challenges and many mo-

ments of peace and joy. And thanks for sharing the journey. 

 

—Carole Watson 

Council Chair 

  

♪
♫
♬
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LIFESPAN FAITH  
DEVELOPMENT  
LYNN HUNT,  
CREDENTIALED RELIGIOUS EDUCATOR 
Happy New Year to All!  In this New Year 

may we find many avenues to speak of and 

work for the beloved community of equity, 

justice and compassion in our personal lives 

and in the community at large.  I hope that 

your religious home here at First Unitarian 

will nurture such tendencies and be a place of 

healing when the road is rough.  Together we 

can be the light of love in this world.    

—Lynn Hunt  

 

Sabbatical 

The Policy Board has approved a three month 

sabbatical for me starting February 6th.      

During this time I will update the History of     

Religious Thought curriculum that is used 

with our upper elementary children, review 

anti-racism materials for children and youth 

and learn more about the development of bias 

in children, and look at our Sunday morning 

structure for Faith Development with an eye 

towards making recommendations to 

strengthen our program in the future.  The 

Religious Education Committee is in the     

process of choosing a Sabbatical Sub who 

will have primary responsibilities of teacher 

support and communications.  It is an honor 

to serve a congregation that recognizes the 

importance of providing extended time to the 

professional staff for focused study and reju-

venation.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

We are still in need of some teachers for 

the Sunday morning Religious Education 

classes.  This is a great way to deepen your 

personal understanding of Unitarian Uni-

versalism and to get to know other fami-

lies.  Please let me know if you can support 

the program as a teacher. 

 
Religious Education Calendar 

December 25th – Winter Break – Enjoy the 

morning with your families (no program-

ming) 

January 1st – Winter Break – No formal 

programming for children – simple activities  

January 8th – Chapel (10:00am) & Parent 

Meeting (11:15) 

January 22nd – City Museum Family Auc-

tion Event (watch for details) 

 
 

For All 

Trivia Night 

Boston Trip Fundraiser 

February 18th, 2017 
Come test your knowledge of the obscure 

and have a great time while you support the 

Coming of Age Class trip to Boston.  After 

completing the Coming of Age year, the 

class takes a trip to Boston to visit sites im-

portant to the development of American Uni-

tarianism.  The trip is funded through parent 

contributions, the operating budget of the 

church and fundraising by the parents and 

youth.  This fundraiser is a great way to have 

a good time with friends and support this 

integral program of the Religious Education 

program.  Sign-up in Fellowship Hall begin-

ning January 15th ($120 for a table of 8 or 

$15 for an individual ticket). 

A good time will be had by all! 
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For Adults and Youth 

Covenant Groups 

In Covenant Groups people come together in 

a circle of trust, in covenant, to be in right 

relation with one another with respect and 

care. We cultivate deep listening as each per-

son takes a turn in a kind of sacred space to 

express what stirs in them about the topic of 

the session. The careful listening enriches the 

lively back and forth interchange that fol-

lows.   If you would like more information 

about joining a group you can:  sign up in 

Fellowship Hall, call the Faith Development 

Office (314-361-0595 ext 25) or send a mes-

sage through the website (http://

www.firstuustlouis.org/engaging/covenant-

groups). 

 

Toward Justice Forum – January 15th 

(11:30 in the Chapel) 
The Toward Justice Group has planned a se-

ries of Sunday morning forums to explore the 

St. Louis region post-Ferguson.  January 15th 

is the last in the series this fall. 

January 15th – Arch City Defenders – 

ArchCity Defenders (ACD) non-profit civil 

rights law firm providing holistic legal advo-

cacy and combating the criminalization of 

poverty and state violence against poor peo-

ple and people of color. ACD uses direct ser-

vices, impact litigation, and policy and media 

advocacy as its primary tools to promote jus-

tice, protect civil and human rights, and bring 

about systemic change on behalf of the poor 

and communities of color directly impacted 

by the abuses of the legal system. (text from 

website).  This organization has been vocal 

in the call for Municipal Court Reform and 

will have up-to-date information on this is-

sue. 

 

 

Save the date for these upcoming Toward 

Justice events: 

February 25th – Screening and discussion 

of the film 13th 

March 30th Book Discussion – White Rage  

 

 

 

Susan Kelley on 711 

Dear Jane and Joan, please let Yvette know if you want any changes to the following descriptions. Also, let Lynn 

Hunt know if you would like to speak at the service when your designated collection is taken. 

 

Yvette, this is for the August newsletter. Thank you. 

 

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY DESIGNATED COLLECTIONS: As a way of putting our faith into action, we as a 

church periodically dedicate one of our collections to a worthy non-profit or church program. August's designated 

collections are Payback, Inc.on August 14th and Pathways to Independence on August 28th. 

    Payback, Inc. works in partnership with area family courts and nonprofit agencies to fund and administer re-

storative justice programs for juvenile offenders  and their victims. Juveniles "pay back" their victims by earning 

minimum wage  credit for work at nonprofits or other work crews. This program allows juveniles to learn job 

skills and to understand the impact of their actions. Refer to their website paybackinc.weebly.com for more infor-

mation. This recipient was nominated by church member Jane Hoekelman representing the St. Louis Unitarian 

Foundation for Children. 

    Pathways to Independence supports, educates and empowers adults with learning disabilities and associated 

disorders to obtain the personal growth, enhanced social skills, and greater self-reliance needed for productive 

employment and meaningful personal relationships.  Its services include employment preparation, recreational 

programs, community and volunteer activities and family support and are offered to a population that few other 

organizations serve.   Refer to their website for more information:  http://

www.pathways2independence.com.  This recipient was nominated by church member Joan Oliver.   

25 Years of  
Partnership Dinner 

January 28 
 

 "25 Years of Partnership--a Silver  

Anniversary":  that is the theme of 

this year's Partner Church Dinner, to 

be held on Saturday, January 

28.  For that is how long our church 

has had a partnership with the his-

toric 1798 Unitarian church and its 

congregation in Csokfalva, Transyl-

vania, Romania:  since 1991--two 

years after the fall of Communism. 

So GET READY for a fun evening 

of Hungarian food, music, songs, 

videos, and a slide presentation of 

the September trip to Budapest and 

Transylvania made by nine members 

of this congregation.  Mark your 

calendars NOW for Saturday, Janu-

ary 28 at 5:30 PM.  Cost:  Adults 

$25, Young Adults (ages 15-30) 

$15, Children will be free.  Tickets 

go on sale January 1 and will contin-

ue Jan. 8 and 15.  Sign up and/or 

pay in Fellowship Hall after ser-

vice.  Don't miss this joyous event 

that's sure to chase away the winter 

blahs. 
—Tom Crouch 

http://paybackinc.weebly.com/
http://www.pathways2independence.com
http://www.pathways2independence.com
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Partner Church News 
 

 

I am going to provide some background information about our partner church community of 

Csokfalva, which means "Kiss Village!"  My husband, Zach, and I recently traveled with our 

First U. contingent to Budapest and Transylvania. 

 

Csokfalva is part of a ―commune," which is a grouping of hamlets and villages that is an offi-

cial administrative unit of government. This commune, known as Makfalva – ―Poppy Village‖ 

- has a population of 3,250, fairly close to the desired population of 5,000, but at risk of losing 

more population as young people leave to find jobs. 

 

Csokfalva has educated, experienced and wealthy leaders who are in networks that influence 

development in the village.  Starting with those some of you may know, are the following: 

Levente Lazar, whose mother lives in Csokfalva, was the former Unitarian Minister.  The 

church has approximately 450 members in a town with not much more population.  He worked 

for years to strengthen the church. His mother is a business owner in town.  He and his wife are 

members of the clergy headquartered in Kolosvar that networks at the highest level of govern-

ance in Romania to get assets returned to the churches of Transylvania. 

 

To understand him better, you might like to know that when Levente was 17 years old, after 

trying to escape communism with his friend who was tortured when Ceaucescu's government 

caught them, came back to Csokfalva and decided to study for the clergy. Ereka Demeter, Le-

vente’s spouse, one of the first women to break into the Unitarian ministry set the local exam-

ple for young women to go after leadership jobs in the clergy. When Ereka was obstructed from 

entering the clergy because she was a woman, she asked if they wanted another man or the 

smartest person in the class - she got in. 

 

Ibolya and Zoltan Farkas own a greenhouse that she started.  It has grown into a major opera-

tion and now he has "quit his day job" and joined with his accounting expertise.  They hire peo-

ple year round.  Zoltan treated us to a tour of the business and coffee afterwards at nearby Ger-

enda's restaurant that serves locals and tour busses passing through the area.  I was told later 

that Zoltan is a member and has helped the Csokfalva Unitarian church in a number of 

ways.  He and Ibolya network with the church leaders and numerous area businesses, including 

those that are working in tourism. 

 

Kalman Szoboszlai and his wife Ibolya are some of the other wealthy land owners in Csokfal-

va.  They own a pig and chicken farm in town, send sheep to pasture with one of the local 

sheepherders, and grow crops.  His father, Kalman Sr., lives with them.  Senior, as we were 

introduced to him, retired from Csokfalva's Unitarian church leadership as the lay 

 

-continued on page 14- 
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COMMUNITY ACTION ENDOWMENT FUND (CAEF) 
 
In 1985, with an initial gift of $1,000, the Community Action     

Endowment Fund of First Unitarian Church was established by the 

work of long-time member of First Unitarian Church, Renni 

Shuter, who died in September of 2014.  The income of the fund is 

used to support direct service and social action projects in our community through small 

cash grants.  The goals of the program are: 

To increase the involvement of the church in the community. 

To increase the participation of church members in the social action pro-

grams of the church. 

To encourage the church to take a leadership role in the solution of commu-

nity problems. 

The CAEF committee sets priorities for disbursing the funds before review of the grant 

proposals begins in each cycle.  Evaluation of requests takes into consideration level of 

need, effectiveness of the proposed response, service area, financial leverage, possibili-

ties for involving church members and visibility.  

 

Grants are normally awarded each fall.  The CAEF balance now stands at approximately 

$70,000; which allows us to make between $3,000 and $4,000 in grant awards each year. 
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RECYCLING 
 

Don’t  

forget....the 

church  

belongs to a 

recycling  

program with Quill, our 

office supply company.  

The church receives rebates 

for recycling inkjet  

cartridges.  Recycle bins are 

found in the copy area of 

the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DON’T FORGET 
TO LIKE US, 
FOLLOW US 

AND CHECK-IN 
ON 

FACEBOOK 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FITNESS:  
BODY, MIND AND SOUL.... 
 

QIGONG OFFERED AT FIRST UU 
 Qigong combines mindful, gentle, 

physical postures and movements 

with meditation, breath-work, 

sounds (mantras) and self-massage 

techniques to revitalize your Vital 

Life Force energies and to  

enhance physical, emotional,     

mental, and spiritual healing. 

 Qigong techniques help to dissolve 

accumulated stress and fatigue,    

increase energy, and strengthen the immune system.  

 Accumulated daily practice of Qigong movements and     

meditation build up a storehouse of Qi energy and also lead to 

enhanced concentration, improved mental focus, and greater 

intuitive functioning.    
 

Hour long Qigong classes on Tuesdays  

at 2pm in Hope Chapel.  
 

These are pay-as-you-can classes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOASTMASTERS CLUB  
Join us each first and third Sunday at 7 p.m. in 

the Clark Room.  For information  contact Stan 

Veyhl at (314) 863-3229 or 

sveyhl@earthlink.net. 
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DO YOU 
SHOP  
ON-LINE?   
 
When making your on-line purchases be 

sure to log on to GoodSearch.com.  Search 

for your items through Good Search, each 

search earns money for First Unitarian 

Church.  The potential is SO MUCH     

higher...cost to you...ZERO! 

 
 

Simply go to the GoodSearch  

website, log-on and input ―First Unitarian 

Church of St. Louis‖ into the field that asks 

for what group you want to support.  It’s 

that easy. 
 

It’s a free and easy way to raise money for 

our church and get some of your shopping 

finished. 
 

Each month, GoodSearch sends the church a 

check! 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to use your eScrip card when 

shopping at Schnucks.  The church receives 

a percentage each time you shop.  Don’t 

have an eScrip Card?  Stop by the sign-up 

table in Fellowship Hall and pick up one 

this Sunday.  Simply register on-line and 

you are ready to earn money for First  

Unitarian Church.  

 

 

ROAD TO  
MEMBERSHIP 

Please join us in celebrating our 6 new               

members!  The following people have signed the 

membership book in the last month: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Anyone who wishes to join our  

congregation as a member  

may sign the  

membership book on the last  

Sunday of each month  

shortly after the service. 

 The minister or a board officer (President,  

Church Council Chair, 

Secretary or Treasurer)  

will meet you on the  

Sanctuary chancel.   

 

We welcome you to our religious            

community 
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MEMORIALS AND SPECIAL GIFTS 
TO THE CHURCH 
 

THANK YOU FOR THE FOLLOWING  

SPECIAL DONATIONS: 

 Gateway 180—$405 

 Trinty Hot Lunch—369.15 

 Sandwich  Making—$549.00 

 UU-UNO—$581.50 

 Partner Church—875.00 

 Toward Justice—$992.00 

 100 Neediest Cases—$749.10 

 Lorraine Wallace—$325 

 Charles Manley $702.66 

 Carolyn Nolan—$875.00 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
FROM DECEMBER 2016 
 

Let us keep in our minds all who live with grief 

or joy this day, those who are healing from ill-

ness or surgery and those who have family 

members who are ill.  
 

—–Lorraine Wallis, our eldest member, had a 

decline in health and died on Friday, September 

23, a  memorial service was held on Sunday, 

November 6. 
—Warren Keller died on November 29. A 

memorial service was held on Sunday,      

December 4. 

—Charles Manley died on November 21. A 

memorial service was held on Tuesday,    

December 27th.  

—Connie Goss died on December 16. A 

memorial service was held on Wednesday,  

December 21st.  

—Yvette Clemons, church administer, would 

like to express sincere thanks, gratitude and 

love to you all.  She is so grateful for  family, 

friends, prayer chains, cards, flowers, and 

encouragement during her brief illness. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

-continued from page 10— 

-Partner Church News- 

 

 president.  Now the son serves that 

role.  Kalman Jr. received vocational training 

as a mechanic and worked as a trucker all his 

life and now works for Makfalva Commune 

Public Works as a supervisor.  He is involved 

in making sure Csokfalva and the villages 

nearby have roads and utilities such as gas 

and electricity.  He gave me a tour of the poor 

gypsy neighborhood they are working in.  He 

networks with the church, its members, the 

Commune, and other community residents. 

Csokfalva's leaders are highly educated, have 

travelled outside of the area, and have experi-

enced development elsewhere.  They have 

ideas for developing the area, like tourism and 

forestry expansion.  However, they are getting 

older and watching young people strug-

gle.  They have hope in new, younger leaders 

like the newest minister in Csokfalva - Lorant 

Tokes and his wife, Csilla. 

 

When we visited Csokfalva, Lorant and Csilla 

had just returned from escorting a group of 

young dancers they trained who competed in 

Finland.  They performed for us between 

wine tastings guided by Elek Kiss, a success-

ful local vintner who also creates jobs and 

hires local residents. 

 

We will share some of these experiences with 

you at the Partner Church dinner on Saturday, 

January 28.  Please plan to join us! 
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CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 
 

Please keep in mind that the calendar is updated daily 

and does not show outside rentals. Refer to the Web 

Site calendar for up-to-date information. 
 
 

 
 

Sunday, January 1 
Family Chapel 
11:00 a.m. - Worship Service (S) 
11:15 a.m. - Visitor Orientation 
 7:00 p.m.  - Toastmasters (CLK) 
 

Tuesday,  January 3 
  2:00 p.m. -  Qigong Class (CH) 
 
Wednesday, January 4 
 7:30 p.m. -  Choir Rehearsal 
 
Thursday,  January 5 
 5:00 p.m. -  Facilities Meeting (C1) 
 6:30 p.m. - Toward Justice, (C1) 
 
Sunday,  January 8 
Fair Trade Coffee 
  9:00 a.m. -  Sandwich Making for the Homeless 
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service (S) 
11:30 a.m. - Knitting Ministry (C7) 
11:30 a.m. - RE Parent Meeting (CH) 
 
Tuesday,  January 10 
  2:00 p.m. -  Qigong Class (CH) 
  6:30 p.m. -  Policy Board Meeting (C1) 
 
Wednesday, January 11 
 7:30 p.m. -  Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, January 15 
Newsletter Deadline 
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service (S) 
11:15 a.m. - Fire Side Chat (DR) 
11:30 a.m. - Colton Covenant Group (C7) 
11:30 a.m. -  Arch City Defenders TJ Forum (CH) 
  6:00 p.m. -  CAEF Committee Fundraiser (K, FH) 
  7:00 p.m. -  Toastmasters (CLK) 
 

Tuesday, January 17 
 2:00 p.m. -  Qigong Class (CH) 
 
 
 

Wednesday, January 18 
 7:30 p.m. -  Choir Rehearsal 
 
Friday, January 20 
  7:00 p.m. -  Interfaith Service (S) 
 
Sunday, January 22 
Partner Church Sunday 
  9:00 a.m. -  Sandwich Making for the Homeless 
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service (S) 
11:30 a.m. - RE Parent Meeting (CH) 
11:30 a.m. -  Covenant Group Facilitators (C8) 
 
Tuesday,  January 24 
  2:00 p.m. -  Qigong Class (CH) 
10:00 a.m. -  Newsletter Folding 
  6:30 p.m. -  Church Council Meeting (C1) 
 
Wednesday, January 25 
 6:00 p.m. -  Long Range Planning Meeting (C1) 
 7:30 p.m. -  Choir Rehearsal 
 
Thursday,  January 26 
 1:00 p.m. -  Susan Knoll Covenant Group (L) 
  
Friday,  January 27 
 7:00 pm. - Young Adult Vespers & Fellowship (CH) 
 
Saturday, January 28 
 5:30 pm Partner Church Dinner & Program (FH) 
 
Sunday, January 29 
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service (S) 
 
 

For updates to the church calendar visit  
firstuustlouis.org   

 

Newsletter 
Deadline: 
Sunday,  

January 15 
  

Newsletter Folding  
Tuesday, January 24 
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www.UUSTL.org 

Member, Unitarian Universalist Association 
 

The St. Louis Unitarian 
Volume 47, Number 6 

January 2017 
February newsletter deadline: Jan 15 

Fold: January 24 @ 10:00 a.m. 
Submit news to office@firstuustlouis.org  

(314) 361-0595/96  •  fax: (314) 361-0712 
 

 Minister 

 Rev. Gary James  

     ext. 27 

  gjames@firstuustlouis.org  

 Minister Emeritus  
 Earl Holt 

 Religious Education Team 

 Lynn Hunt, Credentialed Religious Educator 

    ext. 25 

  lhunt@firstuustlouis.org 

 Rhonda Buergler, Sunday Assistant  

Augustine Underwood, RE, Admin. Assistant   

 Music Team 

 Joel Knapp, Choir/Music Director 

  music.director@firstuustlouis.org 

 Earl Naylor, Organist/Accompanist 

 Administrative Team 

 Yvette Clemons, Church Administrator 

   ext. 23 

  yclemons@firstuustlouis.org 

 Membership  

 Dan Livengood, Membership Coordinator 

 Mary Thompson, Sunday Sexton 

    Elliott Smith,/Darrius Salisbury Custodian 

    Donald Jeffries, Newsletter Proofreader 
 

Office Hours 
Mon — Fri.  8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday  Closed 
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